
 

 

 

 

 

What Christians* 
Earn and Give 

How Christian Mission 
Giving is used 

 Billions Percent 
Annual income of all Christians $53,000 100.0% 

General living expenses $52,104 98.3% 
Given to any Christian causes $896 1.7% 
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1.7% 
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How all Christian 
Giving is used 

 Billions Percent 
Given to any Christian causes $896 100.0% 
Local church and organization 
expenses (salaries, buildings, 
programs, admin) 

$735 82.0% 

Local / national outreach $109 12.2% 

Global foreign missions $52 5.8% 
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86.5% 
More reached 
people groups 

 Billions Percent 
Global foreign missions $52.0 100.0% 
Ministry among more 
reached people groups $45.0 86.5% 

Ministry among groups 
with some access to Gospel $6.1 11.7% 

Ministry among unreached 
people groups $.9 1.8% 
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People groups 
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An estimated $59 billion (yes billion!) 
dollars is embezzled annually by 
custodians of Christian churches, 
organizations, and ministries 
worldwide. That is more than the 
$52 billion that annually goes to 
global foreign missions.    

* Very broad definition of “Christian” including true Christ-followers, 
nominal adherents and fringe groups. Data is for “Christians” worldwide. 

 

For every $100,000 that 
Christians earn, $1.70 is 
given toward ministry 

among unreached 
people groups. 

 
 

 A. What Christians 
Earn and Give 

 

B. How all Christian 
Giving is used 

 

C. How all Christian 
Mission Giving is used 
 

Sources:  International Bulletin of Missionary Research “Status of Global 
Christianity 2022”; The Traveling Team “Missions and Money” 

North Americans spend 
about the same on 

Halloween costumes for pets 
as they do on outreach to 
unreached people groups.   
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https://www.gordonconwell.edu/center-for-global-christianity/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2022/01/Status-of-Global-Christianity-2022.pdf
https://www.gordonconwell.edu/center-for-global-christianity/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2022/01/Status-of-Global-Christianity-2022.pdf
http://www.thetravelingteam.org/stats

